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Abstract 
 
As the dictionary meaning of “delikanlılık” is youth or adolescence or young man, but the metaphorical meaning of “delikanlılık” 
in Turkish language is different. Honesty, bravery, manhood, he-man and courage are some positive characteristics of 
“delikanlı”. In Turkish culture, “delikanlılık” is one of the socio-cultural identity components which leads to produce positive 
meaning and emphasizing masculinity. The aim of this study knows what University students think about “delikanlılık”, and how  
they define “delikanlı”. The sample of this study is composed of students who are from Gazi University Literature Faculty, their 
ages between 18-25 years old and some of them are my friends on Facebook. The open-ended question was asked to the students 
and it was said that our expectation was at least half page writing about “delikanlılık”. Also same question was asked to some 
Facebook users who are different age groups. Obtained data was evaluated by qualitative analyzing techniques.  
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1. Introduction 
As the dictionary meaning of “delikanlılık” is youth, adolescence or period of life between childhood and 
maturity; growth during this period (Oxford Dictionary, 1987: 13) in Turkish language the real meaning of 
“delikanlılık” is as same as dictionary definition but the metaphorical meaning of “delikanlılık” is different in 
Turkish culture. Although there are some positive characteristics of metaphorical meaning of “delikanlılık” as 
honesty, bravery, manhood, he-man, courage, protective,  there are some negative metaphorical meanings of  
“delikanlılık” as roughneck, shooter, smuggler, jealous of his wife or girlfriend, contentious, ready to fight, prone to 
violence, very masculine, they wear colorless. In this point, it can be indicated that “delikanlılık” is one of the socio-
cultural identity components in our society.  The concept of identity has several dimensions in sociological context. 
While people are growing in the society going through a process of socialization which people learn the 
expectations of society, they also learn identity that is the result of the socialization experiences they have over a life 
time. People ask several questions to her/his self and others: “Who am I?” “Who is he/she?”(Güvenç, 1994), and 
they want to define their positions, environment and also their relationships (Bilgin, 2007:11). People give answers 
of these questions according to her/his society. Without social identity, there, is no society    (Jenkins, 1999:45). 
Society has several social status and positions which they are relative to each other. Society produces itself as a 
product of socialization and the end product of society is culture which individuals born in it.  
In 20th century, with modernization process, social change realized and the life style of people changed and also 
their mentality changed. Most of the socio-cultural values lost  their importance. In a big society, if one part of it is 
stable while another part is changing, the people in this society begin to differentiate each other. Identity is a 
construction to determine differentiation. Identity can be evaluated as a mechanism that is maintaining to percept the 
place of self and others ( Şeylan, 2002:299).  Because of traditions and customs define identity, people living in 
traditional societies have identity but have not the question or the problem of identity. Identity problem belongs to 
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but post 
values are valid through globally and locally in a dialectical manner.   
Identities can be divided into two categories: legitimizing identity and insurgent identity. The traditional national 
identity has a legitimizing function. Insurgent identity provides a basis to the new formations or projects. Today, 
:300). According to Foucault, 
identity can also be interpreted as a revolt to the power and its applications.  
In addition to being a part 
factor. Collective memory, argues that the three functions are related to collective identity. These functions are 
definition of identity, sublimation of identity and justification of the group. While, defining identity for the 
definition of the group itself, historical reference and the common past of the group fuses group it self. Therefore, 
the sublimation of identity provides to the identity being positive, group uplifts the positive aspects of its history. 
Justification of the group is creation of the group's memory. Collective identity can provide as a function of the 
reconstruction of past (Bilgin, 2007:237).  
-26) quotation from Lipiansky (1992: 143-156), there are identity-related needs 
and requirements. Identity need is shown itself existential, integration, to be appreciated, to control, need for 
individuation, or differentiation need categories, with some dimensions manifests itself in the categories look like 
others and requires in some aspects of differentiation. According to Bilgin (2007) concept of identity based on the 
similarities and differences between the poles is reflected in a dialectical manner. While one side can be contained, 
the other side can not be completely excluded.  
 place in traditional culture, but it 
ne. According to 
his life, depending on the traditions of his society. Symbols of popular culture, created and kept by the media the 
peasantry / bravery / wisdom have taken place as the opposite of urban / snobbery / cunning. 
right, opinion and speech are same,  in favor of inoffensive, 
do not give importance to money, share easily, humanity spirituality and being human are valuable, likes lovers, 
accepts social hierarchies, in opposite side prides himself on masculinity,  violent, commander and not open to 
meaningful form of expression with speaking such words  in a sub- ty 
 
2. Methodology 
The sample of this study is composed of students who are from Gazi University Literature Faculty Philosophy 
department their ages between 18-25 years old (n= 101) and  some of the sample( n= 33) are my friends on 
Facebook at the same age range. The open-ended question was asked to the students and it was said that our 
expectation was at le
on my page. Obtained data was evaluated by one of the qualitative analyzing techniques is content analysis.  
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Content analysis is the study of recorded human communications. Among the forms suitable for study are books, 
magazines, web pages, poems, newspapers, songs, paintings, speeches, letters, e-mail messages, and bulletin board 
postings on the internet, laws, any components or collections thereof. Content analysis is particularly well suited to 
m, 
 
characteristics and then in four categories. Action, feeling, personal character and appearance are categories. In 
these categories all data were evaluated.  
3. Findings and Discussion 
n.  In action dimension: not tolerate injustice, in favor of 
inoffensive, fight bite, behave unconsciously, defends women, children and weak, not afraid of anything can be 
s, respectful, faithful, self-
beads, egg style shoe heel, cigarette smoking, wearing black, were given as negative characteristics. One of the 
st
placed on two poles came f
in our study definitions and meanings came from two different poles at the same time. Definitions and meanings of 
 
in 
masculine behavior from 
masculine identity of contemporary culture is reproduced as indirectly.                                                                               
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